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ñWhy were traditional kites flown in Oceania?ò 

     

"Experimental Archaeologyò: The systematic approach used to test, evaluate 
and explicate method, technique, assumption, hypothesis and theories at any 
and all levels of archaeological research." (Ingersoll, Yellen, Macdonald, 1977)

The Replica Voyaging Canoe ï ñHokuleôaò

üPhase #1 - ñWhat were Oceanic kites like?ò

üPhase #2 ï ñHow were Oceanic kites built?ò

üPhase #3 ïñHow were Oceanic kites flown?ò

The Project Model



Customary Kite-flying in Oceania
As supported by oral tradition and ethnographic accounts

ñKite-flying, deserves special 
mention as a pastime that was 
dear to the Hawaiian heart, the 
practice of which recurred with 
the regularity of the seasonsò 
(Malo 1836)



Â Fishing

Â Religion / Divination

Â Meteorology

Â Locomotion / Traction

Â Kite-fighting

Â Recreation

Customary Kite-flying in Oceania
As supported by oral tradition and ethnographic accounts











Methods ï Phase #1



Methods ï Phase #1

Primary Objective: 
    To generate empirical and observational data on 
customary Oceanic kites through experimental means

       

What was a customary 
Oceanic kite like?



Bishop Museum Kites



òHauó 

Hibiscus tiliaceus 

Composition 
of Hawaiian Kites

òHalaó 

Pandanus tectorius 

òWaukeó 

Broussonetia papyrifera

ò ôOheó

Schizostachyum glaucifolium 

òWiliwilió 

Erythrina sandwicensis 

ò ôOlonaó 

Touchardia latifolia

ñNiuò
Cocos nucifera



Methods 
Phase #2

How were customary kites 
constructed in Oceania?

Experiment controls:

ÅHau (Hibiscus Tillaceus) frame

ÅKapa cover

Å.32 m² surface area

 



Methods
Phase #2

How were customary kites 
constructed in Oceania? 


