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Vanuatuôs canoe culture is a living one! 
ÁFirst canoes brought the 

intrepid Lapita people, 
food crops, knowledge & 
island technologies 

ÁContinues to meet day-to-
day needs for fishing, 
transport & hauling goods, 
visit gardens, ówokabotô to 
visit family & friends & 
trade/exchange goods 

ÁCanoes linked all islands 
of Vanuatu and beyond 

ÁShip, water-taxi, fishing 
boat, truck & family car ï 
working boats & are free! 

ÁóSpare parts are on the 
islandô- sustainableô!!!  

ÁSea is a highway! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÁCanoe styles vary by Is. 

ÁImpôt in oral histories 





Canoes as expressions of TK 
ÁBrilliant expression of 

traditional knowledge; 

ÁVarious woods chosen, 

carving techniques, 

canoe & sail designs, 

lashings & caulking 

methods, joinery, rope 

making, sail weaving; 

ÁMany different trees 

used on a sail canoe; 

ÁCanoes also helped 

maintain biodiversity;  

Á           c 



Knowledge of the sea, weather, marine 

life, navigation & sailing techniques 
ÁTides, currents, swells, 

winds, weather prediction, 

cloud types, cyclones, etc. 

ÁNavigation - environmental 

& celestial cues; 

ÁSailing, steering, paddling 

& safety techniques in 

various weather conditions 

ÁKnowledge of offshore 

marine life - whales & 

dolphins, turtles, flying 

fish, tunas & other pelagic 

fish, seabirds, etc 
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Large inter-island sail canoes -were tabu, used in trade 

(redistribute resources & óbisnis pigô), ceremonies & 

strengthening kinship alliances & knowledge diffusion 

Á                  x 













Whalers, Sandalwooders, Blackbirders, Traders, 

Planters & Missionaries all came to coastal areas - 

depopulation, displacement & disruption of seafarers 

Á            c 








