
Candidate Mid-term Measure Impacts on 

Transport and Trade Costs within Pacific 

SIDS

Vanuatu Profile



National Trade Data - Estimates from UN Comtrade

Time Period

‘Reporter’ and 
‘Partner’ Countries

Mode of 
Transport

Importing and 
Exporting Countries

HS Commodity 
Code

Value

Weight



National Trade Data - Estimates from Vessel Activity
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Consignment-level Trade Data - Estimates from Global Shipping Watch
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Vessel Activity - Estimates from Unprocessed AIS Data
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Vessel Activity - Estimates from Processed AIS Data
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Available Online - Vanuatu Bureau of Statistics

International Merchandise Trade Statistics



• There is reasonable alignment (within 15%, exc. UNCTAD exports) 
between the four Comtrade consolidation methodologies for Vanuatu.

• There is significant divergence in import and export weight estimates 
between Comtrade- and activity-derived data (12x imports, 29x 
exports). 

• Petroleum-oriented commodities likely form the lion’s share of imports 
into Vanuatu with estimates suggesting 0.42 - 0.54 by weight. Both 
estimates suggest that Food & Beverage products form a significant 
secondary import market of between 0.16 - 0.25 by weight.

• Both estimates agree that Fishing and Food & Beverage commodities 
likely form Vanuatu’s greatest export market, representing 0.65 - 0.90 
by weight. Agriculture commodities also likely to form an important 
export market (0.08 - 0.32).

Vanuatu



Vanuatu
• Bill of Lading records are available capturing between below 5% of Comtrade-

derived import and export weight estimates, however less than 1% of activity-
based estimates. 

• Bills of Lading associated with imports represent 1.9 kt, all carried on container 
vessels. Around 86% originated from Indonesia, 12% from the US and 2% from 
Brazil. Around 87% by weight were Agriculture commodities, with a further 7% 
related to Food and Beverages. Those associated with exports represent just 66 
tonnes.

• IMO IV data suggests 42 incoming voyages (0.31) from the Solomon Islands into 
Vanuatu, followed by New Caledonia (36, 0.27) and Fiji (24, 0.18). The data 
suggests 46 voyages to New Caledonia (0.27), with 25 (0.22) to Fiji and 18 (0.16) 
to New Zealand. Around half of IMO IV incoming and outgoing voyage data is 
associated with Containerships (0.48 - 0.54), followed by General Cargo (0.23 - 
0.27) and Tankers (0.19 - 0.21).

• Containerships, Bulk Carriers and Tankers form the top 3 vessel types in terms 
of ‘transport supply’ across all shipping zones considered. Containerships 
appear the most common ship type in terms of vessel types operating around 
Vanuatu. Containerships are were associated with 0.25 - 0.32 of individual 
‘records’ associated with the EEZ, 24nm and 12nm zones, whilst those records 
themselves translate to 0.27 - 0.38 of total gross-tonne nautical-miles associated 
with those schedules.
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