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LO(AL & GENERAL NEWS

Fencind.—Tenders are required for
erecting standard and wire netting
fencing

Burcuerine,-—Mr J. Fryer notifics
his customers that he is relinquishing
business as a butcher on the 11th inst.

Tie Rivers, — The Awatere and
Wairau rivers this morning were re-
ported crossable, and the Opawa to be
still unerossable.

W.C.T.U.—Members and [riends are
reminded of the monthly business mect-
ing of the ahove to be held at the
residence of Mrs Rose, IKegworth,
to morrow (Tnesday) at 3 o’clock,

Proucas.—At the South Canterbury
plonghing mateh licld at Orari it is
interesting to note that the Reid and
Gray plouwh took cvery competitive
prize in cvery class.

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=MEX19010902... 23/03/2012



Papers Past — Marlborough Express — 2 September 1901 — Established 1860. The ... Page 2 of 10

Tinn Rospery.—The other night the
till of the Ashhurton Hotel was robbed
of some £30, in notes, gold, and silver,
It is thought the robbery wis cowm-
mitted between the hours of 10 and 11
o’clock, as the proprictor of the hotel
(Mr Mullins) dicd not wmiss the money
until going to the till at elosing time.

Fire. — A house belonging to My

Berg at Torea was barned down ecither
on Iriday night ov carly on Saturday
worning. No information is to hand
as to how the fire originated, all the
family being away. The ruins were
still smoking at midday on Saturday,
when the launches called in at Torea.
- DrawvAGE.~—The report of Mp
Mestayer, C.E., on a drainage scheme
for New Plymouth provides for two
septic tanks, without filter heds, and
if this be adopted the cost of the scheme
will, it is understood, run a trifle over
£9000. Should oneseptic tank only he
used for a stavt the cost will be some-
thing less, say a trifle over £7000.

FisuMoNGERS’ PrRaCTICE~The Paris
police have discovered that- certain
lishmongers have a habit of increasing
the weight of salmon and olher large
fish by stufling them with small river
fish, a fraud which the unwary buyer
generally discovers too late,

CRIMINAL INvAsiON. — Capetown is
experiencing an invasion of - crimiials
of the worst type and character {rom
all pavts of tho world, with the result
that crimes of violence are inciécasing
to an alarming exient. The 1’ress
complains of the inadequacy of the
police force.
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SPECIAL SERVICES,—At the Wesleyan
Churclh yesterday special scrinons in
aid of the Home Mission and Chureh
Iixtension I'and were preached to good
congregations morning and evening,
The preacher, Rev., C. H. Laws, B,A.,
of Christehureh, took for his text in
the morning 1 Chron., xX1x.,5: “ And
who then is willing to consecrate his
services this day unto the Lord" ;
from which he spoke with much force
and power on the subject of Chyistian
self-abandonwment, the scerct of the
highest Christian usefuluess, In the
evening he preached from the words,
““ But he began to curse and to swear,
saying, I know not this man of whom
ve spealk’ —Mark xiv., T1. It was a
masterly sctting forth of the Apostle
Peter's denial of his Master, as re-
corded in St. Mark’s Gospel. The
seenes in connection with that incident
werc presented In a scries of magnifi-
cent “* word paintings,” Peter’s thrice
denial and subseqguent repentance he-
ing vividly pourtrayed in a sermon the
like of which has scldom been heard in
Blenheim. Those who heard My Laws
yesterday will doubtless avail them-
selves of the privileze of hearing his
leetuve, which he will deliver in Wesley
Hall this evening., The lecture is en-
titled *‘ How to reach the Novth Pole.”
There will be no charge made at the
door; a collection, however, will be
made on behalf of Home Missions.
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Mr CAnMAN'S HuALr..—Tn 3 lotter
received from the Hon. A. J. Cadman
by an Auckland resident, Mr» Cadman
says +—*“On the whole, I think I am
somewhat better than when I left New
Zealand. The sea voyage did not do
all the doctors anticipated, but from
what the specialist here has {old me,
if T had been in a position to take his
advice and do no work at a desk, I
think I should have been much hetter
than I am, But, unfortunately, the
business which T have in hand has de-
manded my constant attention from
the time I landed in London up till
now, so that I have not heen ontside
of London to get anything like a real
holiday. Tater on I hope to he able to
have o look at both England and Scot-
land before I retvrn to New Zealand,
I hop2 to bie successful in the matter I
haye in hand.”

JXE&J OLy Pexstoner.—The late My
Henry Mitehell, wlio died at Otahuhu,
ab the age of cighty-nine, was the inst
of the original pensioners—the New
Zealand Fencibles — who arrived in
Auckland by the ship Ann in 1848,

he original eontingent numbered up-
wards of seventy men., Mr Mitehell
was born at Putney in 1812, and en-
listed in the 54th Foot at the age of
thirteen.  Sinee 1849 he had lived
continuously at Otaliuhu.

SUGAR Bekr Growine,—A Sugar
Beet Growers’ Associntion lias been
formed at Hamilton, Waikato. The
object is to obtain all information bear-
ing on the sugar beetroot induslry in
its rclation to the dairy industry, as it
is thought the two industries ecould
conveniently be pursued together, o
commenee with, the associntion has
decided to apply to the Agriculbural
Department for 500 sacks of seed fop
the coming season,
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Maonrts AxD 1tHE CoroNATION,—The
Maoris are diseussing the question
raised at the Rotorua meeting, of go-
ing to Fngland for the coronation., 1In
the *f Pipiwharauroa” newspaper, of
Gisborne, a writer {rom Te \Whaili,
Urewera Country, says 200 of the
Mataatua tribal ** canoo’ wish to go to
England. In {ihe same paper is
published a tetter from the Iate Major
Fos, advising hix people not {o g0 to
England as proposed, ‘‘lost they he
made as dogs,"”’

Ferry Steaser.--The steamer which,
has just been bought at Sydaey by the
Mirawmar Ferry Company, says the
Pest, is built of kauri and copper fast-
ened. She is 95ft long, with a beam of
16§t, has powerful engines, and is able
to steam well on @ moderate eonsump-
tion of eoal. Therefore, she should
admirably serve the purpose for which
she has heen sceured—a ferry scrvice
beween Worser Bay and Secatoun and
Wellington—and be an acquisition to
the fleet of harbor steamers, The
vessel is to be ready to leave Sydney
for Wellington in about ten days. She
will begin ranning almost immediately
after arvival. The purchase was made
on hehalf of the Company by Captain
ISeklord.

S —————
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Exgmrren Jrrors.—An emplovee in
a Governmnent Department pleaded for
c¢xemption from service on the jury
panel in the Supreme Court at Wel-
lington last Monday. Asked by Mr
Justice dwards whether he had an
appeintment under the hand of the
Governor, the applicant replied in the
negative. His Honor stated that the
applicant was therefore not exempted
from service as a juror, and there was
no reason why Government employees
not exempted should not share in the
general inconvenience.  The unwilling
juror *f respecfully submitted’ that he
had believed he was on the permancnt
stali, and there were not two men in
the department who could show the
cause of excmption demanded, The
Judge, says the Post, rcfused to dis-
cuss the matter further.
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Toe Rrcogst NATION.—The richest
nation in the world proportionally is
not Great Britain, not husy little
HoHlund, not even the United States.
For the greatest average individual
wealth we inust (says the Sydney Daily
Telegraph) look to the Australian Com-
monwealth,  Australia is rich in land
fit for settlement and industry. Tts
national prosperity is dependent upon
no single produect, but embraces pas-
toral, agricultural, and mining induas-
tries in alwmost cqual degrees, and to
these are rapidly being added manu-
facture. Last yvecar the total value of
the products of the States forming the
Australian Commonwealth amownted
to fully £110,000,000. The mineral
resources of Australin cannot even be
guessed abt.  In the last forly eight
years the country has produced gold
valued at £360,000,000; in the last
twenty, silver to the value of £30,000-
000. Diambnds are found in one dis=
triet, rubies in another, There is ¢t
least one emerald mine in New Sonth
Wales, and opals equal to any in the
world are found in Queensland, while
the pearl fisheries of the norlh western
coast produce a considerable portion of
the most valuable pearls of commerce.
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A Brow Ji'rom A MINISTER :—An
extraordinary scenc was witnessed aba
meeting of the Medway Board of
Guardians at Chatham lately. The
Rev. G. 5. Hitcheoek, Unitarian mini-
ster, brought forward a motion calling
the attention of the Government to the
increased expenditure upon the relief
of the poor caused by the prolongation
of the war in South Africa. 'The
ma‘ority of the guardians denied that
there had been an increase in poor re-
tief. In the course of a heated discus
sion Mr Lamb said ** You are not a
man of prineiple.” Mr Hitchoek
warmly demanded a withdrawal of this
remark, and upon Mr Lamb empati-
cally decling to comply with the re-
quest the rev. gentleman struck him a
blow in the face with his fist, causing
blood to flow. Mr Lamb applied .his
handkerchicf to his nose, and ealled the
attention of witnesses to the assanlt.
Mr Hiteheock: ““ You said I was not a
man of principle.” Mr Lamb: “I say
30 again.” A guardian humorously
offered tickets for a local hoxing tour-
nament which had been advertised to
take place. Br Lamb smilingly re-
plied that he had some boxing-gloves
1t home ; but said he, “ I did not ox-
pecta blaw [rom a ministor of religion.”
When stormy wind and winkry blast,
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Brriisy CoaL.—The coal of Greag
Britain does not helong to tho people,
but (o sundry colliery proprietors, It
would he interesting (says a London
paper) to know what these people make
every year out of their valuab'e posses-
sions. Mr A, T, Bateman has enabled
one to form a very fair idea of it by the
excellent tables which he has prepared
for the House of Commons in ihe
statistical department of the Board of
Trade. There are no materials avail-
able for framing an estimate of the ox-
penses of coal production other than
wages, scparately from eoalowners’
profits, but, of eourse, wages form the
hulk of the expenditure, In the ab
sence of aceurate figures, Mr Bateman
says that the rough assumption nay,
perhaps, he made that there has heen
an average increasc of not more than
6d per ton in these expenses since
1897 ; that is to say, about five and
a~hall millions sterling on the output
of 1000. The output in 1900 for the
whole of the United Xingdom was
225,170,000 tons, valued at the pit’s
wouth at over £120,000,000—£121,-
(649,000, to be exact. "The computed
expenditure on wages — probably
slightly above the mark, as 50 weeks’
full work for each person is assumed—
was £64,433,000, and therefore there is
left for expenses other than wages, and
for coalowners’ profits, no less a sum
than £57,216,000. In 1888 the average
rate of miners’ wages all over the
country was over a guineaa week cach.
in the north they would probab) ¥y bave
been getting rather less than this in
many cascs, and in South Wales the
were getting rather more—but this My
Bateman does not state in his tables.
Since then, with one or two insignili-
cant drops, the wages have steadily
risen, and in 1900 the average wages
were nearly 34s a week for every man.
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IXAISER'S GIFF 7O SAMOAN CHIRF,—
King Mataafa, of Sawoa, has just re-
ceived a anique gift from Ewmperor
William of Germany. Tt is in the form
of a richly ornamented staff op baton,
and is the work of Herr Otto Rohlofi, a
well known sculptor and engraver.
The staff is made of cbony, which is
inlaid with silver, and it is crowned
with an abundanee of horse hair. The
upper end is ornamented with engraved
luurel leaves, heneath which is a band
or ring composcd of jewels and other
precious stones.,  In the centre is tho
imperial erown, and immediately under
it is the Emperor’s monogram. The
imperial coat of arms is also engraved
on the staff, as well as certain symboli-
cal figures. Flerr Solf, the German
Governor of Samoa, presented this
ablractive gift to King Mataafa, and
the monareh expressed himself as heing
highly pleased with it.

- £20 vor A Ki1ss.—A German has just
bad to pay 100dol. for a kiss undoy
beculiar circomstances. He was sitting
in a cafe with o friend in 1895 when tho
latter’s danghter came in, She was g
pretty little girl, and the gallant
Geeman asked for a kiss. The airl
refused., The German said if she would
give him a kiss he would pay her 500
franes on the day of hev majority, The
little girl accepted the contract, to
which numerous persons present were
witnesses, and the momentous kiss took
place. Recently the givl eame of age,
and. demanded fulfilment of the con.
tract, Thoe Gérman had cooled down
since, and refused to pay. Litigation
followed, and finally the Court o
Appeals sentenced him to pay up, a
mere lkiss not being an immoral C¢Oon-
tract, and therefore liable to payment
like any othevr.
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