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The case for decarbonizing Pacific shipping now 



“Fiji, with Marshall Islands, Samoa, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu, have agreed to work together to reduce fossil fuel 
use in our marine transportation by up to 40% by 2030 and 100% by 2050.

This demands a transformation of our maritime sectors which will require new kinds of financial partnerships with bilateral and 
multilateral assistance.”

Pacific Blue Shipping Partnership







The Level Playing Field?  Who decides GHG measures at IMO? 



USP UN Oceans Commitments

MCST Framework
• “All willing partners” 

approach
• Top down & Bottom up

At home

Shipping Decarbonisation needed to meet Paris 
Temperature Goal 

Internationally

• Country-driven, 
regional asset

• Catalyst for change
• Rebbelib – Framework 

for transition









Impact of Research on Policy

• Research is having policy 
impact

• Data – on-going challenge
• Time – is running out

Total estimated at 227kt CO2

Fiji shipping sector GHG 
emissions



Preliminary designs for Flettner rotor and Indo-rig for 
RMI Government ship and estimated savings



A COMPARISON OF ASIA/PACIFIC FREIGHT 
COSTS  (source: Zay, L et al,  in prep)
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ASSUMPTIONS – Domestic Transition

• an immediate blended finance investment at size and scale. 
• coordinated country-owned and driven program
• a bespoke Pacific solution.
• affordable and appropriate ship financing and insurance underwriting
• demonstration trials of Pacific scale technological solutions
• new fuels required for a 100% transition.
• whole of sector approach is essential
• climate facing presents a unique opportunity to transition Pacific domestic fleets 



Sea transport infrastructure development and 
deployment

$100m
(grants 
+ loans)

• proof of concept phase (5 years) and pilot project 
phase (5 years) with a holistic ‘whole of sector’ focus 

• coordinated portfolio of country-driven projects 
aligned with national priorities

Business and entrepreneurship finance facility $250m
(loans)

• loans, guarantees, and equity investment in SMEs and 
large-scale enterprises located in PICs, for aligned 
commercial activity

Regional Research Innovation and Capacity 
Building Hub for Sustainable Sea Transport

$100m
(grants 
+ loans)

• locally-relevant research and technology development
• development and delivery of education, training and 

implementation programmes
• creation of opportunities for women and marginalised 

groups

Policy incentives, implementation and 
governance capacity programme

$30m
(grants)

• Review, co-development and implementation of policy 
frameworks for sustainable and low-carbon sea 
transport

Secretariat Function
including staffing, training, and input from international technical support group

$20m
(grants)



Regional Investment in RE
$2billion+ (2013 -17)

Regional  investment in 
ship decarbonisation 
2012-19 < $20m


