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International Windship Association

International Windship Association and the Micronesian Center for Sustainable
Transport establish Pacific Wind Propulsion Hub

Majuro, Marshall Islands — November 8, 2023: The Micronesian Center for Sustainable Transport
(MCST) and the International Windship Association (IWSA) have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to jointly mobilize regional and international resources and collaborate on actions
to support the use of wind propulsion technology to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from
ships in the Pacific region through the establishment of a Pacific Wind Propulsion Hub.

By formalizing their partnership, the two organizations will build upon past collaborative efforts to
establish and expand the hub, developing a local ecosystem to enable wind propulsion technology to
take-off in the region.

The Pacific Wind Propulsion Hub will serve as an epicenter for building capacity and exchanging
experience, knowledge and best practices around wind propulsion technology use. The hub will
incubate and support maritime organizations and companies in the region by integrating Indigenous
knowledge, local development and international networks, as well as providing increased support for
Research & Development, training and educational services.

Gavin Allwright, Secretary General of the International Windship Association, says: “The Pacific Wind
Propulsion Hub will create a level playing field for all stakeholders and lower the bar (and cost) on
accessing finance and services, building a mutually beneficial virtual and physical network. This is the
second wind propulsion hub established between IWSA and regional partners and we are certain the
impact of this hub in prospering wind energy use by ships in the pacific region and beyond will be
significant.”

Dr. Peter Nuttall, Scientific and Technical Advisor at the Micronesian Center for Sustainable Transport,
says: “The MCST is the vehicle for the Republic of the Marshall Islands to achieving our transport
emissions reduction targets set under the Paris Agreement. In doing so, we want to act as a catalyst
for our friends and neighbors in other Pacific Island states. Shipping and sea transport is the very lifeline
of our maritime atoll nation, and our ocean region and wind propulsion played a major role in Pacific
history. The Pacific Wind Propulsion Hub will enable wind power to return to the region to drive down
emissions and create a sustainable shipping future.”

IWSA is a member driven, not-for-profit association that facilitates and promotes wind propulsion
solutions for commercial shipping worldwide, bringing together all parties in the development of a wind
ship sector to shape industry and government attitudes and policies.

The MCST is an initiative from the Republic of the Marshall Islands to achieve transport emissions
reduction targets set under the Paris Agreement. The project aims to build and operate a Pacific
country-owned and-focused world-class Centre of Excellence as a research engine to empower the
long-term decarbonization of Pacific transport and the advocacy of the Pacific in related international
fora and negotiations.

The MoU was signed by the Honorable Wilbur Heine, Minister of Education, Republic of Marshall
Islands in his capacity as the Chairman of the MCST Board and Gavin Allwright, IWSA Secretary
General following the successful ‘Pacific Wind Powered Shipping: The Past, The Present’ seminar held
on 26™ October 2023. The recording of the online seminar can be accessed here: https://bit.ly/470R8dc
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MORE INFORMATION FOR JOURNALISTS

About International Windship Association (IWSA)

IWSA facilitates and promotes wind propulsion solutions for commercial shipping worldwide and
brings together all parties in the development of a wind ship sector to shape industry and government
attitudes and policies.

IWSA is a member driven, not-for-profit association made up of wind propulsion technology suppliers
and ship development projects, shipping lines, shipbuilders, designers, naval architects, engineers,
academics, NGOs, and Class with five main areas of activity:

Network: grouping like-minded organizations and individuals sharing ideas, skills, technical and
market information for the development of commercial wind ships.

Promote: promoting the economic value of wind propulsion to the industry.

Educate: acting as a central information hub for the wind propulsion sector, ship owners and
operators, shipyards, ports, governments, equipment producers, media, NGOs, and the wider public.
Incubate: securing funding streams, project collaboration, grant applications, research and the
pooling of resources.

Facilitate: establishing common approaches/criteria for all stages of project development, support
stakeholders, advise and lobby legislative bodies on policies, activities, funding and incentives
required to retrofit existing ships and build new commercial wind ships.

Media Contact: Gavin Allwright
secretary@wind-ship.org // +44-7517-10581

www.wind-ship.org // Decade of Wind Propulsion campaign: www.decadeofwindpropulsion.org

About the Micronesian Center for Sustainable Transport

MCST is a project to build and operate a Pacific country-owned and-focused world-class Centre of
Excellence as a research engine to empower the long-term decarbonization of Pacific transport and the
advocacy of the Pacific in related international fora and negotiations. Our vision is to provide high quality
research and support to our island governments and communities and to be the vehicle of choice for
research and provision of high-level scientific, technical and policy advice to RMI and regional
governments on matters connected with national efforts to reduce emissions in the transport sector.

MCST is an advanced approach to decarbonization situating country and community at the center with
external experts on-tap, not on-top, prioritizing long-term capacity development based on education and
research and committed to a paradigm-level transition commensurate with a 1.5-degree agenda that
recognizes the need for bespoke Pacific transport solutions.

MCST is primarily a knowledge portal and a network of leading researchers at home and globally
committed to change through applied research and education. We seek to act catalytically. We draw
inspiration from successful indigenous models of change agents such as the Parties to the Nauru
Agreement and the Micronesian Conservation Trust. We operate on an ‘all willing partners welcome’
approach.

https://www.mcst-rmiusp.org/
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