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GRAVE OF STEVENSON.

To most English-speaking P%p}e the
. interest in Ypmoa cenires 10 the
fact that here Robert Louis Stevenson
Jived for many years, and that. here on
top of a bigh Lill overlookmg A;_)m
oy 1!;1- gll that remains of him lies
m. It was only natural, then, t'h'at
it of o party of New Zealanders visit-
" Apia a good many of them should
:fka f;m].)ilgrimage to his old home. The
.tgnce from Apia is said to be omly
:;smjies, put as it is up a pretfy steep
hot day it seews

if you walk it on 2
:uﬁ;;e double that distance. On the way

to the house you pass FPapatua, 1he
N tii:e Girls’ High School, cundu_ctcd })y
: Schultze and Joliffe. It 15 quite
school establishment,
of chiefs and lead-
are sent

g large boarding-

e the daughters
;];Hmen all 0391- the Islands '
be educated.  The Villa Vai-

where Stevenson lived, is 1moOwW
< German

& of Herr Kunst, a
e ‘P;.;IJ'}IB&.*R has been addgd to con-
iderably since Stevenson’s time, but
nee where he lived and

of the rooms '
m:rnked remain exactly as hnla .ls.new
:;em To a genuine admirer of Steven-

. ulse comes -to take ofl lis
izesth?o:n?};e place is hal!owgd ground.
Thé German occupation of Samoa may
cause & passing regret to the commercial
gpirit of the Empire, but the t_lmught
that Stevenson’s old home 'and his tomb
i in a foreign country brings i deeper
{winge of regret than words can well
express. Judging from appearances the
resent owner of Vailima 18 not careiul
Eo cultivate pilgrimages to the tomb, as
the track up the hill is diflicalt to ml-E
low. Visiters are courteously allowed
{o inspect the house and erounds, the
latter being kept in splendid order. Seve-
val marties essayed the rather dlﬂieqln
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tagk of ascending the hill to visit the
tomb. One party, consisling o1 an
Auckland and Dunedin member, missed
the track, and after two hours’ arduous
climbing through tropical scrub found
{hemselves at the top of a high hill some
miles away from the spot they were
siming at. When they returned from
rolling and elimbing the mountain s.des
even their washerwoman wm.:ld 1}01:
have recognised their white drill suits,
and new ones had to be procured be-
fore they were respectable enough 10
wll on the Governor. Another parj:y
was more fortunate, and found the
place after three-quarters of an hourfs
hard dimbing, and to the end of their
days they will continue to wonder how
{he Samoans ever managed to carry
{heir loved one to his last resting-place.
Great must have been the aflection of
8 people who would undertake such 2
herculean task. The spot is beautifully
situated on the very top of a high hull,
lookins down from the one side to the
old home where Stevenmson spent many
happy days; on the otker side the view
extends over the town and harbour of
Apia out on the great I'acific, which was
the inspiration of many of his thrilling
tales, The inscription on his tomb is
exceedingly appropriate to the man and
the place:
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON.

Under the wide and starry sky,
Dig the, grave and let me lie;

Glad dia I live and gladly die,
Aud I laid me down with a will

And this the verse you grave for me.
Here be liss where he longed to be;
Home is the sailor, home from the sea,
An,ﬂhthe hupter home from the il

e tolal population of German

famoa is about 37,000, of whom 200 are
whites and 300 half-castes. Dr. Solf, the
Governor, came on board and dined
¥ith the Minister in the evening, and at
12 pan. the Mapourika <teamed out oi

Apia Harbour on the way to the Island
of Niue.

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=AS19030602.2... 23/03/2012



Papers Past — Auckland Star — 2 June 1903 — The Parliamentary Tour. Page 4 of 17

I'had almost forgotten to mention the
great double cance we saw at Samoa.
The Immense size of the thing came as a
Hurprise, and for the first time we could
understand how the natives navigaled
the South Seas, The structure consisied
of two large canoes measuring 76 to 78
feet Jong, conmected with a platform
sbout 40 feet long and 20 feet wide. The
“noes were hollowed out, giving quite
alarge hold. On the top platform there
;ms an elevated structure, apparently
obreak the wind and give shelter from
& sun. T]:!e whole was built out of a
very feﬁf pleces of timber, and not a
:’;Elﬁ lla.ﬁ_used in its construction. With

¢ addition of a chart and cempasy

would 1ot be difficult to get men to-
lmc!iz to treumnavigate the world with
Me&ﬂ craft, and as the Maoris are sup-
s to have found no difficulty in
]iu!tegg] by the sun and stars their re-
e Tﬂqg voyages become quite cre-
- his particular canoe is not a
EILEE atﬁzzent one, having been built by a
= ianthlatua, on the Island of Savaii,

b, Da e last twenty vears. The Rev.
at Niu:m, whom we afterwards met
Pople !; }iE{nempers !:he chief and his
siong llding it while he was a mis-

TV In 8amoa. The Samoan Govern-
Raiser ?’Edl{rﬂgented it to the German
w il'i::n nd it is now covered over with
e shed awaiting some means of
ﬂn?;g it to Berlin.
hag ke tfl:et Lal}reate, Sir W. J. Steward.
tﬁpinl; ﬁ‘:l::mg t_he meidents of the
Yo inferesjtpﬂi . which Your readers will
. e n when the whole is com-

Inﬁeasﬂf}lme Ih send- you a few
boen s rom his pen which have
o fprmted. on board, and cireulated in

0or :
> M of a souvenir amonost the
T3 of the party, ”
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Iog THE HAPPY ISLES,
IE'EM Peerlegg beﬂ'ﬂff,
eaﬂs of Dbliss are thege:
St 1o he Pacific,
1 sapphire gegg,

[Iand of
Palms apg o
lilﬁl:inﬁ tof cora] Whi%pfluge sroves,
> golden sunshine
® land of }ight, '

Pappy hours
Gaﬂm Qusky maigens
andeqd with ﬂUWE]."S

TWO DAYS AT NIUR.

of
lan?gl}u}gs from Apia landed us
-ue. The British i-
dent (Mr Maxwell) lives at Alofi, which
place affords the best shelter, the best
anchorage, and the best landing place.
We got ashore about half-past one
on ¥riday, 15th May, island time, and
soon the news spread to all parts of the
island that we bhad arrived, natives and
white traders gathering at Alofi from all

directions. .
We had learned that the Niue people

were the most dissatisfied with the an-
nexation to New Zealand of all the Is-
landers, and that we were likely to hear
a good deal of grumbling. In this we
were not disappointed.

A meeting was arranged for the Sat-
urday morning, at which the King and
his people would be present to express
their grievances.

At the appointed time old King Togiia
(pronounced Tongia), came marching in
from his village some miles distant,
dressed in a black frock coat, with three
rows of gold braid round the cuffs, and
a red stripe up the sides of his pants,
and a belltopper on his head. TFollowing
on his heels came the Royal Band and a
motley crowd of all sorts of people. The
band consisted of drummers, with native
and European drums, and a few kero-
spne tins.

fun
X the gy
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One important gentleman, mnamed
Jacob. got up regardless of expense and
opod taste, seemed to bess Jhe show as
director of ceremonies. He wore a gor-
geous cocked hat and his uniform was
almost covered with red and yellow
trimmings. Someone suggested he re-
sembled the Kaiser in the uniform of the
Guards, and certainly even the Kaiser
could not have donned a more startling
uniform.

When the Minister had made his com-
plimentary speech and intimated his will-
ingness to hear what they had to say.
old King Togiia asked to be iniroduced
to all the party, and so the members
filed past the old chap and shook hands,
and a good many of them wished they
had not, or had bronght a pair of gloves
with them for the purpose.

The King suffers from some form of
skin disease, which detracts a good denl
from the pleasure of shaking hands with
Rovalty.

When the hand-shaking ceremony was
finished the King welcomed the party in
a friendly manner, and intimated that it
had been arranged that five of the
chiefs would speak on behalf of the
whole. but when they saw s0 many mem-
bers had come from New Zealand they
had decided to increase the number of
speakers to ten. This was by no means
welcome news to the bulk of the mem-
bers, who had been sitting for an hour
in the broiling sun waiting for the meet-
ing to commence, the Minister having

been detained on other business.
The Minister mildly suggested they

would prefer the smaller number; if not,
he hoped the speakers would condense
what they had to say, as the members
of his party were not used to sitting for
hours in_such heat.

A STRING OF GRIEVANCES
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Pulekula, a native teacher, and one
of the most competent men on the is-
land, had been chosen to make the main
speech, and lay before the members the
grievances of Niue. He pointed out that
what the people of Niue had asked for
and consented to was annexation to
Great Britain, not to New Zealand. They
had never been consulted, and had never
consented to such annexation; at the
came time, seeing that Great Britain
had handed them over to be governed
from New Zealand, they were prepared
to make the best of it, as long ax it
was New Zealand. But they most em-
phatieally objected to be again handed
over by New Zealand to bhe governed
by Rarotonga. They did not know any-
thing about Rarotonga, and did not

wantf their laws. .
Every speaker was mosf emphatic on

this point, and it was quite clear that
this was a deep-seated sore.

The next point was that they did not
want any liquor landed on the island,
either for white man or native.  Their
experience was that when liquor was
landed nominally for white men the na-
tives got some of it. It was possible
to trade cheaply with it. There were
very few white people on the island, and
when they came there to trade with the
natives they should be prepared to fall
in with conditions which were necessary
in the interests of the natives.
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They also objected to the very heavy
Customs duties which they had to pay,
especially the duty on tobacco and the
heavy charges on personal luggage which
natiives returning from labour on other
islands had to pay. It seems that Niue
men go away to labour on Maldon and
other islands, and get half their wages
in goods, on which they have to pay duty
when they return. Tobaceo has for long
been quite an item of the eurrency of the
island, and paid no duty; now, with the

New Zealand duty added, they got less
than haif the quantity of tobaceo for

their goods which they used to do.
They were led to believe by Mr Percy
Smith that 10 per cent. would be all
that would be charged, and now on some
things they were paying 30 per cent., 50
per cent., and on tobacco 200 or 300 per

e,
$06Ts ABOUT THE ISLAND PEOPLE
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Then there was the land question.
They wanted the sale of land to be pro-
hibited for all time.

The island was small and much of it
was rocky and unfit to grow anything,
and if natives sold their land they would
either starve or live on their neighbours.
or go away to other islands as labourers.
They alco wanted to know about the
traders’ license. Lord Ranfurly had told
them in a letter that this did not apply
fo mnatives, but there was some doubt
about it; in any case, they did not see
why any traders should pay license in
Niue when they did not pay license in
New Zealand. If they were in New
Zealand, let them be in New Zealand,
and not make this difference. The duty
on horses ought also to be set aside.

They wanted to know about the
charges made for men who went away
to labonr ow other islands and had the
money deducted from them when they
returned. Who got the money and so
forth? In fact, they wanted to know
what was done with all the money col-
lected at Niue, and thought they ought
to have one of themselves in the Trea-
sury to see that everything was all right.
They wanted 2ll the money collected at
Niue to remain and be spent at Niue.
Hitherto they had seen nothing but the
collecting of the money. They had built
a large house for the Resident Agent,
and handed it over to him without charg-
ing anything for their work; they had
also turned out and made roads for noth-
ing, but now they wanted to be paid for
their work on the roads, ete. They also
asked that iron for roofing churches and
mission buildings should be admitted
duty free.

One man was vnderstood to be making
a complaint about paper money on the
island, saying that when the traders
sent them a message or got work from
them they gave a pieca of paper to got
goods at their store. They wanted to be

paid in cash for everything.
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The interpreting Lere was the most un-
swusfactory on the trip. W\ heuever the
natives said anyching wsagiceable to the
interpreter he appeared t,o argue the
point with them, and it was only after
protests from some of the party ihat the
loregoing complaint aboui paper moncy
was elicited. When the speechmalk:ng
had concluded and the Minister h.d
stated that the several points rased
would be carefully considered, and f
possible redress given, the King then
stood up and said it was their usual cus-
tom to conclude any great gathering Lke
the present with prayer, and if  ihey
would now give attention he would pray,
and proceeded to close the meeting with
a long and vigorous prayer. Then fol-
lowed dances by the women and men
separately, the men’s war dance being
the most weird and thrilling we had seen.
A painful and regrettable incident fol-
lowed the women’s dance, one of the per-
formers, who had been exerting herself,
vigorously, fell dowm, appavently in =
fzint.  Messengers were at once de-
spatched to the Rev. Dr. Davies, who
prepared some medicine, and hurried to
the spot, where Dr. Mason had also
found his way, but the poor women had
expired, evidently from some heart affec-
tion, which could not stand the strain of
the dance. Presentations of food,
oranges, sugar-cine, ete., were made by .
the natives, and the Minister presented |
the New Zealand llag and a framed photo

ai the King and Queen.
The traders also had interviews with

the Minister and wmembers, their com-
plaints being specially about the tobaeco

dUt‘E and the license fees.
e Niue people are very industrious,

especially in the making of hats, mats,
siring beads. ete. In most of these
things they are indebted to the Nicho-
las and Head families, who have resided
on the island for a great many years.
Mr. Head was wrecked in the missionary
schooner about 36 or 37 years ago, along
with the Rev. Dr. Davies, who was then
on his wav to Samea.
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Dr. Davies arrived by the John Wil-
liams the same day as we did, to take
up the work of the Rev. Frank Laws,
who has left for his furfough in Europe.

It was particularly unfortunate for
the party that the Rev. Frank Laws
should have left the island just a day
or two before they arrived. 1t is admit-
ted by all who know the Pacific that no
man there knows so much about Niue
and the Niue people as Mr. Laws.

Dr. Davies, who had just arrived o
take his place, showed the visitors every
kindness and consideration he could, buf
although an old Samoan missionary, an
one who had visited Niue once or twice
hefore. he could not fill the place just

vacated bv. Mr. Laws.
'%he traders on {ihis island, with the

exception of Mr. Head and Mrs. Nicho-
las, are all young men, and one wonders
why they should leave more -civilised
lands to settle in such a place. Tt i3 to
be hoped their conduet will be such as to
elevate and not lower the natives among

whom their lot is east.
The principal article of export from

this. as from most of the other islands,
is copra. It is the largest island of
those recently annexed to New Zealand,
and contains nearly a half of the total
population of the annexed territory, so
that the complaint about being govern-
ed from Rarotonga appears to be a genu-
ine grievance. The appearance of the
island is very different from the Samoas,
being pretty level all over, simply an
elevated coral rock. All round the coast
the rocks rise precipitousiy from 50 to
100 feet. with frequent caves in the
rocks. The island is poorly supplied with
water. A good deal of it is carried up
out of caves, and is quite brackish in
inste.

At 6 p.m. on Saturday night, May 16,
we left Niue. formerly known as Savagr
Island. and ts be known in the future
according 1o Mr. Seddon as the “T<land
of Love,” and steamed almost due west

towards the Tonga Group.
ON TONGAN ROIL

Page 11 of 17
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One of the sights near Talofe, where
we landed. is known as the Tongan Cave.
Thi= concists of a deep rift in the rock,
and the tradition is that a Tongon war
party landed on the island, aad the na-
tives laid a trap for them by covering
over the rift in the rocks wilh banana
and cocoanut leaves. The Niue men, ap-
pearine to run away, lured the Tongans
to desiruction by being dashed into the
coves,

One of the Aueclland members had
somethina of an experience on the island.
He rot hold of a horse to ride over to
Avatele to vi~it some Auckland people
livine there. He had the company of a
native soing out, but when he attempt-
ed to come back his horse declined to
come without company. After exhaust-

all his persunsive powers the mem-
ber had 1o lecve his liorse with a native
to bring him in next day, and had to
walk h'u" a dislarer of 51 miles. As it
oot dark by the w1, and the pa,lh was
not very clearly defined, the experience
was nol a veryv plearint one.

On the evenine ihe ship was lying in
the bav a brilliant display of fireworks
was given, helped out by the firing of
the ship’s guns. It is to be hoped the
entertainment thus afforded the natives
will reconcile them to the payment of
heavy customs duties and other draw-
hacks incidental to their New Zealand
rolationship.

We left Vavau at one o’clock on the
18th, and reached Nukualofa at 7.30 on
the morning of the 19th May, but as
Tonga, though east of the 180th degree,
keeps New Zealand time, it is really the
20th of May.

(To be continued.)

THE FAREWELL T0O TIK SHIP

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&cl=search&d=AS19030602.2...

Page 12 of 17

23/03/2012



Papers Past — Auckland Star — 2 June 1903 — The Parliamentary Tour.

A run of 24 hours brought us to Vavau,
where we had the luxury of stepping off
the ship on to a wharf. There are about
100 islands in the Tongan Group, and
Vavau and the islands round about it
account for between 60 and 70 of these.
The appearance as you enter into the
harbour reminds one of the Bay of Is-
lands, and as you get further in you
think of the bays of Sydney Harbour,
giving 2 vote in favour of the superior-
ity of Vavau. Neiafu. where the princi-
pal wharf is situated, seems an import-
ant business centre, and the surrounding
bays are very beautiful, but the place in
the evening is very quiet. Even the ex-
citement of the arrival of the New Zea-
land Government yacht, with its distin-
guished party on board, failed to attract
more than a handful of people, mostly
natives with clam shells and oranges,
which they wished to turn into cash.

It was very noticeable that.not a sin-
gle woman or girl came on to the wharf
during the evening, very different from
Tahiti and Samoa and Niue, where the
majority were females.

You cannot strike any part of Tonga
without remembering that this is the
land where Rev. Shirley Baker ruled as
Premier for many years, and was deport-
ed for many years by the High Commis-
sioner of the Western Pacific. It is pro-
bably true that he was arbitrary in the
exercise of his great powers, that he was
inclined to crush with too great severity
anyone who opposed his will, but I firm-
ly believe that history will give the rev.
gentleman credit for having done much
good work for the people of Tonga. His
méethods were different from the methods
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of other missionariez, but the result from
the natives’ point of view has not left
a great deal to complain alout. The to-
tal population of the Tongan Islands i8
about 21,000, or nearly twice the tolal
population in New Zealand beyond the
seas. On the morning after we land.d
several of the party went to the top of
a Fill in the neighbourhood to get a view
of the Archipelago. Jliost of the party
went to ihe large cave known as the
cave of the swallows. It is a large open-
ing in tka coral rocks, capable of ac-
commodaling quite a large number of
boats inside. The water is clear and
blue, and at a great depth the various
forms of the coral can be plainly secen.
There is ‘another eave known as JMarrs-
ner’s Cave, where you dive into the wa-
ter and pass underneath the coral reef,
and come up in a large cave on the other
side. Only very few Furopeans have at-
tempted the feat of diving, which is a
difficult one. A captain of a man-o’-war
in doing il sowe cars ago received in-
juries to Ins baci. fiom which he died.

A deputation of the {raders at Neiafu,
Vavan, waited on the Llinister, and coni-
plained of tho treatment to which their
fruit was subjected in New Zerland.
They asked thatl they should be treatcd
in the same manner ss the Cook lslands.
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On the Saturday evemng berore Lhe ves-
sel reached port a ve.y pleasant gathering
took plave in the saloou of the steamer,
when the party’s apprecintion of the man-
ner in wlich thL‘F huad been treated ou- bo.ardrhis article has been automatically clipped from the
was expressed to the ship's cowpany. —Tneickind St oomised nto s sngecorn en
members or the party having Rﬁbr'mb]':‘xl, theg may not look exactly as it did on the original page. The
Hon, Mr Miils Sﬂ.i{i, audressing Cdp{aiﬂarticle can be seen in its original form in the page view.
Crawshaw: “*As we hope to reaeh Auchlandry newspaper was digitised in partnership with
ecarly on Monday moruing, I thiuk this 15 theauckiand Libraries.
. i,n ost fitting time to go through a plensing assaamssssasiassiaseasstasssassaassassasernssassia:
ittle ceremony with you. You probab YRENATIONAL |
know that a good mauy of our members rewﬁﬁﬂqw{\'ﬁ RIBREY
‘side In Aucklund and will leave us there, aud
I would not like them to part before we pre-
sent the testimoniul waich we have prepar-
‘ed to hand to you. 1 am exceedingly sorry
'that we canuot unfortunately give it to you
In ity proper form, DIt we prepose {o usk
you to Kindly atlend nt Dellamy's, Ih Wel
lington, after we have the testinonial en-
croshed and framed, and  then we
shall be able  to present it to
you In proper form. 1 also  wish
to inelude the chief eurineer, and ask him
to kindly attend at the same timoe, as we
nave also to present him with a link of re-
membrance of this exceedingly pleasant
trip. I can assure you that we shall all l«ave
the Mapourika with the best of good feel-
ings towards you. I will now read wht hs
been preparved for me to hand you, and I can
only say thac It is a very pleasurabic duty
for me to perform.’
The address wus then read as follows:;—
“To Commander Geortge Crawshaw. Dear
Bir,—O0On the eve of our retorn to New Zoea-
land frgun the Parliamentary visit to the
Cook Islands, Tahitl, Tutuila, Upolu, Tonua,
and Fiji, we eannot leave the comfortable
steamer and yon, her genial comma: der,
without eapressing our very hizch apprecia-
tion of the kindness and courtesy you huy e
extended to us all during the seven weks
we have Deen on board the &8 Mapourika,
The excellent and earefnl manazemont of
the steamer throughout the voyage has up-
held the high reputation yon bhave alreaey
established, and coneclusively shown us how
capable you were to navigate iner among the
islands and intricate reefs which are seat-
tered about in the Senth I’'acifi~ Ocean  We
now ask you to kindly accept this testimo-
nial, with the accompanying gold souvenir,
as a token of our esterm, and heartily wi.h-
ing vou every advancement in your profes-
slon, with longz life and continued prosperity
for yourself and vour wife and family. -We
remain, dear sir, yours sincerely, €. FL
Mills, for self and members of the N.Z Tor-
liamentary Party. 8S.s. Mapourika, Aunck-
Iand. 1st Inne. 19027
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. Continuing. Mr Mills snid: “Whoen the tes

timonial is engrossed 1 wish ~o get all the
members and overyone who came with the
party to join in this and attach thelr nnmes
to it before it is framed, so that it will e a
lasting lHnk of memory of the pleasant time
we have spent on hoard {erether. The good
feeling for vourself and all on board Is gen-
cral and universpl., I am to ask you {o ae-
cept thig copy in the meantime.”

At the snerestion of Lhe Minlster, Captain
Crawshaw's health was then drvnk with en-
thusiasm, toe party singing “TFor Ile's a
Jolly Good Fellow.”

Commander Crawshaw, in resronding,
said: “Sir.—I feel so embarrassyd upon
hearing you re.d the very flattering and
unexpected recital of my alleged virtues,
that 1 ean searcely thank you enonsgh for
vour very handsome presend. [ ran assure
you, Sir, that I shall sot great store by il
and shall be proud to show it to passengers
on other trips. which can never be so
Interesting as this oue hasg been, Althouch
[ have been some years in the I"acific, on
the present voyage [ have been able to
visit a number of Islands quite new to me,
and notwithstanding the pocetic difference
of oplinion as to their beautly and other
attributes, 1 cen honestly say that i+ hay
been far more of a pleasure than a wovk-
Ing trip to me, and the joy al getting home
agaln Is tinetored with regret that the
voyage will so scon be over. I have also
to thank you, gentlemen, on behalf of
the ship’s company, for the grucious for-
bearance nnd kindness which you have
exercised In overliooking the very many
~exatious situations which wust occur on
a voyage of this length, and have to say
that it would be difficult to tind such a
number of people who would make them-
selves so agreesble to the shp’s company
ay you one and all have doue on this first
Parllamentary trip, and I hope that when
the next trip takes place yon will all be on
board to renew your arquaintance with the
many pearls of the Pacine.”

Mr Mills, then addressing My White, the
chief steward, sald: “On behalf of myself
and parly on board here, 1 have to express
how much we feel that everything has been
done that you possibly could do for us
since we left Wellington. We quite under-
stand there were wmuany dlficulties which
you had to surmount on such a trip through
the warmer climate of the troplcs, and
must congratulate you on overcoming them.
There is no doubt that stewards never feel
perfectly satisfied with what they have
done—never rise to their ideal in other
words—Dbnt I can assure you that as far
as every one of us arc concerned we feel
that nothing better could have been arrang-

ed for ug. You have been most kindly, at-
tentivra and econsiderate in vour duLi(‘S-. and
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we are more than satistred. (Members:
Hear, hear,) [ have, therefore, to ask you
to accept this purse as a mark of our
esteem. 1 have also to presenr you with
this envelope containing £42. which I shall
be glad if you will kindly divide amongst
{hose under you. 1 have murh pleasure,
Mr \White, In handing it {o you.”

Mr White, in response, sald: “Gentlemen,
—Qn behalf of my staff I wish to thank
you very wmuch for the Kindness which you
have shown towards us, and if I should
ever again have to go on an excursion
similar to this, 1 hope that 1 will meet
with such a number of contented gentle-
me as 1 have met on this occasion., Gentle-
men, | again thank ycu.” (Hear, hear,. and
~applause.)

Letters were given by the Minister on
behalf of himself and party to the several
officers of the ship, In appreciation of thelr
good services during the time they were on
board the Mapourika.

At the suzgestion of the Minister the
" whole company then rose and sang ‘‘God
Save the King.”
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